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Operation: Self Sustainability 

The first decade into the 21
st
 century has been anything but perfect. Right out the gate, our 

country suffered from a great loss due to terrorist retaliation, which led to our “war” on terror. What 

most fellow Americans were led to believe is that our government was concerned about our well being 

and that we were going to get retribution for the wrongful acts placed upon the United States. Well, this 

trillion dollar endeavor started out with good intentions, but quickly turned its ugly head to show that 

there was more involved than what meets the eye. The United States was “addicted” to foreign oil. Soon 

after we sent our troops to fight in our defense, fuel prices sky rocketed making it almost impossible to 

maintain paying such high prices. To top it all off, our economy plunged into a deep abyss, which we 

have yet to pull ourselves out of. Although, the answer has been there, sitting dormant before our very 

eyes. 

Our dependency on others has made us like coddled children. Constantly waiting for someone 

else to do the work, while we sit back to reap the rewards. The past few years, a lot of people in society 

have realized the devastating effects of what we are doing to Mother Earth, in other words “Going 

Green”. What better way to go green than to limit the amount of trees we cut down, because trees are 

important for oxygenating our planet and maintaining climate control. Ceasing the use of fossil fuels in 

itself would improve our environment dramatically. Mother Nature cleaned up the Earth before our 

arrival, settling the bad and now we are doing nothing but redistributing it back into our atmosphere. 

It appears that our options are getting limited to stop the madness of continuing on the way we 

have in the past. The only way we will prevail over a constricting government is to rise up and take 

action. Demands need to be made to throw the chains that hold us down, because if we fail to take action 

soon, there may be dire consequences. After everything is said and done, we will be the number one 

reason for the demise of all man-kind. Leave fear and ignorance aside to do what is right for all those 
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involved, our great grandchildren will thank us for it. As it stands now, we very well may be marching 

ourselves toward our own, self induced apocalypse.  

As a society, we should stand up to our government and those with fat wallets who control such 

laws to put an end to their greedy, monopolizing ways. It may appear to have a socialistic point of view, 

but in the end it will benefit those who lean towards capitalism. Businesses can be created to 

manufacture goods that we use on a daily basis and provide jobs to the eight plus percent suffering from 

current unemployment rates. The economy works as a big cycle. People work to make money. That 

money is then spent to purchase goods and/or services. Big business will still reap profits and everyone 

wins.   

In 1937, a law was passed to prohibit the use and manufacturing of hemp (also known as 

marijuana, ganja, reefer, etc.). Big business moguls who felt their pocket books being threatened 

benefited immensely from their pricey campaigning and generous donations to promote the ban on its 

use. Why? One reason, the plant’s unique properties to make numerous biodegradable products that we 

use every day. Hemp can be manufactured into just about anything, the possibilities are endless; 

everything from clothing, plastics, paper, and even fuel. This one plant can boost our economy and put 

an end to the current recession. Legalizing the plant itself to better ourselves and our environment does 

not necessarily imply that it includes the use by human consumption. In an article of Farmer’s Weekly it 

states, “The hemp plant has two constituents, the outer fiber and the woody core or "shiv". Both are 

increasingly in demand following a rise in environmental awareness, especially worries over global 

warming.” (Farmer’s Weekly, 31) We need to take advantage of working towards a more self-sustaining 

country, where we are no longer depending on outside resources and being at their mercy, including the 

chance of increased prices and expenditures for importing and exporting of those goods. 
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Cannabis goes as far back as Egyptians and according to Jack Herer, “For more than 1000 years 

before the time of Christ until 1883 AD, cannabis sativa, or hemp, was our planet's largest agricultural 

crop. Cannabis cultivation and hemp manufacture were the most important sources of thousands upon 

thousands of products and enterprises, producing the majority of the world's fiber, fabric, lighting oil, 

paper, incense and medicines, as well as serving as a primary source of food protein for humans and 

animals alike”. (Herer 35) Throughout history, hemp has proven to be quite profitable and resourceful, 

all without fear of its “high” induced effects. Yet, in attempts to keep fat wallets, business owners of 

tobacco, paper, and cotton, stood to lose billions of dollars in revenue. With money at stake, they 

convinced the federal government how “horrible” the drug use has become among teens and adults 

alike.  

Another great use for hemp is for building materials. Hemcore, a British based company owned 

by Mike Duckett provides tons of hemp materials to various parts of the world. He states that “… 

monitoring the internal temperature and humidity of an office building constructed from hemp, and 

found little change inside despite variations in external heat and humidity."We believe that this building 

will not require any internal heating because it is so thermally efficient," says Duckett.” (Hargreaves 24) 

Creating energy efficient and sustainable homes and buildings benefit the overall wellness of our Earth; 

using less energy, leading to less use of fossil fuels and non-biodegradable waste products. 

Renewable in more ways than one: hemp returns to UK farming. (Cover story) was written by 

Martha Simpson-Holley and Ian Law describing the benefits of the production of hemp in the United 

Kingdom, “… these crops form a crucial part of a renewable and sustainable society: renewable because 

crops can be harvested and re-sown, and sustainable because the carbon emissions produced during their 

downstream use are reabsorbed by new plant growth, so the cycle can continue indefinitely.”(Simpson-

Holley, Law 18) The prohibition is also hindering the advancement by scientific study, strictly enforced 
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by the federal government. The solution lies in strict guidelines that are closely monitored, but allow for 

the opportunity to learn more about it, in lieu of being afraid of it. Hemp is a versatile plant that can 

minimize our consumption of our natural resources. In small steps, it may prove to be a godsend.  

We have all been taught by generations before us that “pot is bad”, although the knowledge of 

how beneficial it could be hinders us into the future. The “brain-washing” that was put through by the 

media of years past has caused a ripple effect of fear and limits the expansion of what we currently 

know. Anne Wilkes, author of Rethinking hemp mentions that, “But what may be keeping hemp from 

earning its mark as an environmental savior and as a major agricultural crop is its association with 

marijuana. A vocal contingent of pot smokers advocates alternative uses for hemp as a backdoor path to 

drug legalization.” (Wilke 48) The focus is not due to a bunch of “potheads” that have decided to come 

up with a clever plan to get away with legally smoking the plant. The real focus here is what we plan to 

do to make our planet and where we live a place for future generations after us to continue existence.  

History shows us that hemp has been used as far back as Ancient Egypt for building pyramids to 

famous painters using hemp canvas for their masterpieces. Hemp can be grown in just about any climate 

and at a fast pace, showing that eventual turn around to be highly profitable to not just our economy, but 

to our environment. Dan McGraw who wrote Hemp is high fashion points out that even the clothing 

industry is recognizing the potential of this “wonder” plant, “Hemp chic. Cultivating industrial hemp in 

the United States has been illegal for more than a quarter century because of fears that pot growers 

would raise their crops alongside hemp, making the illegal weed harder to spot. Imports of finished 

hemp products, however, are still allowed--and demand is soaring. Fashion designers like Calvin Klein 

and Giorgio Armani are adding hemp clothing and bed linens to their lines. Adidas sold 30,000 pairs of 

athletic shoes made partly from hemp last year.” (McGraw 54) At this point in our lives and at the rapid 
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rate of air pollution, water pollution such as the recent oil disaster to happen in the Gulf Coast with our 

dependency on fossil fuels, we are limiting ourselves on a positive outcome.  

With all things, we should take small steps. However failing to recognize the impact on not just 

ourselves, but those around us is wrong. We have been consumed with materialistic greed and desire, 

leaving little room for improvement. As there may be concerns about the possibility of it effecting drug 

use, the ends outweigh the means in regards to economic recovery. Let us just hope that we make 

positive changes going into the future, before we recognize a little too late.  

The points made are not some clever scheme to assist “pot” smokers with an easy way to smoke 

or by anyway means to legalizing the sister plant to hemp. However, the logical thing to do would be to 

look at our entire situation objectively. How exactly are we planning on making positive changes, 

changes that will make our world a better place to be if we continually fail to take notice of the bigger 

issues that we have at hand? We can continue to sit along the sidelines, expecting and waiting ever so 

[im]patiently for someone to take stand and do what is right, or we can take the proactive approach and 

lay our foot down.  

Our planet has a bleak future unless we do something about it. As it stands now, there are reports 

that we have a depleting O-zone layer causing global warming. This global warming is effecting our 

polar ice caps, melting millennia worth of glaciers. Countries that do not normally experience winters 

are suffering from extreme colds and vice versa.  
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